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Spring Cleaning

With spring comes the tradition of spring clean-
ing, and your home and sanctuary are great
places to roll up your sleeves and begin—with an
eye out for the health and safety of your wild-
neighbors, of course.

Wild animals can be accidentally injured or or-
phaned when people trim trees, mow lawns,
clean chimneys, or find them trapped or nesting
indoors. But you can take a few simple precau-
tions to prevent injuring or orphaning wildlife
when you clean and make basic repairs to your
house. Here are some tips on wildlife-friendly
maintenance for homeowners, landscapers, and
other professionals, inside and out.

Indoors

Chimneys and Vents. If you put out the wel-
come mat—however unwittingly—birds and
mammals looking for suitable nesting or denning
places will likely take you up on the invitation.
From a wild animal's perspective, open chimneys
and accessible dryer or stove vents are cozy, at-
tractive accommodations for raising young. If you
discover such guests, tolerating their presence is
always the best option. Delay cleaning chimneys
until the babies have left if at all possible.

Homeowners often want to encourage visitors to
leave sooner, though. So if you must get the ani-
mals to leave, encouraging the mother to move
her family herself is the most natural approach
you can take—and the least likely to cause injury.
To get her to move to a more hospitable loca-
tion, use humane harassment methods such as
placing a radio in the fireplace and turning up the
volume, turning on lights, or judiciously placing
rags moistened with a strong-smelling cleaner
(such as ammonia) in the fireplace.

Never try to smoke any animal out of a chimney!
The results can be disastrous, since young mam-
mals—and some birds—may not be able to climb
out on their own. Once you're absolutely sure
the animals are gone for good, cap the chimney
with an approved chimney cap or cover vents
with screening to prevent further problems. Keep
in mind that almost all birds are protected by the
federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act and cannot be
killed or moved. Unless you are able to exclude
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birds early in the nesting process—before eggs
are laid—you should tolerate their presence for a
few weeks until the young have fledged.

Home and Attic. Check for animals in the attic
before cleaning, and don't evict any animals with-
out checking for young first. Again, if babies are
present, waiting things out might be the best and
most humane option. But since wild animals can
cause damage in attics, eviction may be the more
appropriate course. Pro-
fessional help may be
needed to identify the
L. species involved and en-
sure that mothers are
humanely encouraged to
relocate their families—
and that animals are
evicted at appropriate
times of the year.

Squirrels and raccoons
without young can be
excluded from an attic by
installing a one-way door
over the entryway
they're using and patching it shut once the ani-
mals have left. To make sure no animals are in-
side before you seal entry points, loosely plug any
holes you find with insulation, paper, or cloth and
wait a few days. If the material is undisturbed,
then it's safe to proceed. Caulk small holes, staple
hardware cloth over larger ones, or make a per-
manent repair. Fill holes around pipes with cop-
per wire mesh and use expanding foam on cracks
along leaky windows and doors.

Outdoors

Windows. Keep birds from hitting clean win-
dows by placing plants and other visual obstruc-
tions inside or dangling strips of Mylar® tape
from the top of the glass outside the window.

Siding. Check for small gaps where animals
might enter your house, such as behind appli-
ances or anywhere pipes enter the building. Even
a 1/2" x 1/4" hole or crack is big enough for an
animal like a snake, rat, or nmouse to squeeze
through. Again, plug holes loosely with insulation,
paper, or cloth and wait a few days to make sure
that no animals are inside before sealing any gaps.
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Spring Cleaning continued

Lawns. Always walk over lawns before mowing to check for wildlife,
especially turtles and nests of baby rabbits. Turtles may be gently
moved, but nests of baby rabbits should be left alone so that the
mother rabbits can find their babies when they come back to feed
them. They'll be weaned and on their own in about three weeks.

Trees. Trimming branches around your house will limit access for
climbing wildlife. Check all limbs for bird and squirrel nests before
trimming trees. If you accidentally knock a nest out of a tree, retrieve
the babies and their nest and renest them in a nearby limb. If the nest
is broken, rebuild it if possible or make a replacement nest of the

same shape. You can use a common household container, such as a
margarine tub, strawberry basket, or plastic bottle with the top cut
off—but don't use cleaning product containers. Poke holes in the
bottom for drainage and line the container with natural materials like
those of the original nest. Then watch for the mother to return—it's
a myth that birds will reject babies touched by humans.

By following these simple steps, you'll ensure that cleaning time is
relatively hassle free for you and your wild neighbors. For more tips
on sprucing up around your property with wildlife in mind and living
humanely with wild animals, visit www.wildneighbors.org.

Easter Advice, Top 5 Tips for Keeping Critters Safe

Spring is just around the corner and it's almost time for the Easter
bunny to make his rounds. But before you start celebrating, check
out our top five tips for keeping your pet safe and happy this holi-
day weekend.

1. Pass on Poisonous Plants. Some popular plants—including
Easter lilies—are highly toxic to pets and can easily prove fatal if
eaten. Check out the and
make sure that your home and yard are free of these dangerous
plants.

2. Resist Pet Purchases. Bunnies, chicks, ducks and other pets
are adorable—but resist the urge to buy or adopt a pet on im-
pulse. "People often forget that these cute little animals grow up
into adult animals who require a commitment to provide daily care
for the rest of their lives," says Stephanie Shain, outreach director
for companion animals at The HSUS. "Bringing any animal, including
small animals like rabbits and chicks, into your home places de-
mands on your time and financial resources and should be done
only after carefully assessing your family's ability to meet the ani-
mal's needs." For more information on why consumers shouldn't
buy rabbits during Easter, check out the

campaign on page 3.

3. Ditch the Dangerous Decor. Easter basket decorations, in-

cluding plastic grass, is dangerous to animals if ingested. The grass
can become twisted within a pet's intestines and can be fatal if not
caught quickly enough. Often, the only solution is expensive sur-
gery. Candy wrappers, plastic eggs and small toy parts can also
pose a danger to critters. Keep your pet out of harm's way by us-
ing tissue paper instead of plastic grass and doing a thorough clean-
up after Easter celebrations.

4. Give Your Pet Some Peace. Consider your pets when plan-
ning family gatherings or parties at home. Loud noises, erratic
movements from children, and crowds of people can be very
stressful for animals. If you pet isn't up for the chaos of a Easter
egg hunt or family dinner, put her in a quiet area of the house
when guests are visiting.

5. Bag the Basket Booty. Keep your pet out of the Easter bas-
ket and away from candy, including chocolate. Candy can be harm-
ful to pets and chocolate is toxic to cats, dogs, and ferrets." As
many pet owners know, animals will eat just about anything that
they can find, including Easter treats," says Adam Goldfarb, out-
reach assistant for companion animals of The HSUS. "Chocolates
and candies that are high in sugar and caffeine are especially bad for
our animal companions. Every pet owner should make an effort to
keep these foods out of the reach of their furry friends." For more
information, check out the

Foods Potentially Hazardous to Pets

The following foods may be dangerous to your pet:
- Alcoholic beverages
Apple seeds
Apricot pits
Avocados—toxic to birds, mice, rabbits, horses, cattle, and dairy
goats
Cherry pits
Candy (particularly chocolate, which is toxic to dogs, cats, and
ferrets, and any candy containing the sweetener Xylitol)
Coffee (grounds, beans, chocolate covered espresso beans)
Grapes
Hops (used in home beer brewing)
Macadamia nuts
Moldy foods
Mushroom plants

Mustard seeds

Onions and onion powder

Peach pits

Potato leaves and stems (green parts)

Raisins

Rhubarb leaves

Salt

Tea (caffeine)

Tomato leaves and stems (green parts)

Walnuts

- Yeast dough

Sources: ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center, The Toronto Humane Society, and
St. John's Poison Resource Center
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Easter Bunny....Make Mine Chocolate

What belongs in an Easter basket: mouth-watering chocolate, jelly-
bean-filled plastic eggs, and pastel-colored candy. What doesn't:
bunnies, at least not the real kind.

That's the message behind Make Mine Chocolate, a campaign that
urges consumers to stop and think about the life-long care and at-
tention that a rabbit requires before buying one.

The goal of the campaign, launched in 2002 by the Columbus, Ohio
chapter of the House Rabbit Society, is to help reduce the large
numbers of rabbits who are relinquished by their owners.

"Animal shelters and rabbit adoption groups receive calls every day
from people who want to relinquish their pet rabbit," says Karalee
Curry, chapter manager of the society. "It's a year-long problem,
but especially relevant during Easter. We are asking people to sup-
press the urge to buy a cute bunny on an impulse or as a gift for
their children this Easter and instead buy chocolate bunnies.”

Animal lovers who want to help spread the message can start by
raising awareness in their own community. Make Mine Chocolate
uses flyers, pins, public service announcements and other forms of
publicity to help advertise their cause and educate the public about
the challenges of caring for a rabbit.

Despite being small, cute and cuddly, rabbits are a breed apart from
hamsters, ginea pigs and other small mammals kept as pets.

"People need to understand that a rabbit is not a stuffed animal or
a toy—they are fragile animals who require a great deal of special
care, different from other pets," says Adam Goldfarb, outreach

assistant in the Companion Animals section at The HSUS. "Without
first doing thorough research, including talking with rabbit adoption
groups or their local shelter, most people are unlikely to anticipate

B e AT
B : Purebred rescue

groups are usually
run by people with
in-depth knowledge
of a specific breed.
Rescue groups keep
adoptable  animals
until they can be
placed in loving,
permanent homes. These animals may come from failed breeding op-
erations; arrive from boarding kennels and veterinarians, where they
were abandoned; be rescued as strays living on the streets; or be ob-
tained through the cooperation of local animal shelters. Adoption fees
vary, depending on veterinary and other costs that have been incurred.
Follow-up counseling is usually available.

To locate a rescue group that specializes in the breed of dog or cat

the amount
of care and
attention |
that rabbits [
require." [

Months,
weeks or even days after buying a rabbit, new bunny guardians,
overwhelmed by a pet that they can no longer care for, often relin-
quish their former charges, adding to an already constant stream of
homeless animals.

"Each year, hundreds of thousands of rabbits are abandoned in the
wild or dropped off at the local shelter after people realize that
they weren't prepared to provide the kind of care a rabbit needs,"
says Goldfarb.

“Rabbits are the third most frequently relinquished pet at animal
shelters,” says Curry. “People who are concerned that there are
too many homeless dogs and cats need to realize that rabbits are
also part of the equation of too many pets and too few homes."

The magnitude of the rabbit overpopulation problem and the broad
appeal of Make Mine Chocolate prompted the organizers to ex-
pand their local campaign into a national effort for the first time
this year. "We've broadened the scope of Make Mine Chocolate
and we've had a fantastic response so far," says Curry. In addition
to efforts by caring individuals, humane organizations across the
country, including animal shelters, adoption groups and national
organizations, have been invited to integrate the campaign into
their education efforts. “Everyone can get involved one way or an-
other," says Curry.

Adopting from A Purebred Rescue Group

that interests you, contact your local animal shelter, check the clas-
sifieds section of the newspaper, or search the Internet. You can
call The HSUS at 202-452-1100 (ask for the Companion Animals
section), and we'll be happy to help you find out if there is a breed-
rescue group near you.

When you contact a breed rescue group, be sure to find out as
much as you can about the group, how it cares for its animals, how
it decides which animals are adoptable, and what other adoption
and post-adoption services are available.







Nightshade leaves, berries wildflower, vine
Oaks shoots, leaves tree

Oleander leaves ornamental shrub
Philodendrons entire plant house plant
Pokeweed roots, seeds, berries field plant
Poinsettia leaves, stem, flowers house plant
Poison hemlock leaves, stem, fruit field plant

Potato shoots, sprouts garden plant
Rattle box entire plant wildflower
Rhododendron leaves ornamental shrub
Rhubarb leaves garden plant
Rosary pea seeds house plant
Sago palm entire plant esp seeds ornamental plant
Skunk cabbage entire plant esp roots, leaves marsh plant
Smartweeds sap wildflower
Snow-on-the-mountain sap field plant
Sorghum leaves grass

Star of Bethlehem entire plant wildflower

Velvet grass leaves grass

Wild black cherry leaves, pits tree

Wild radish seeds wildflower
Wisteria pods, seeds ornamental plant
Woody aster entire plant wildflower
Yellow jessamine entire plant ornamental vine

Yellow oleander

entire plant esp. leaves

garden plant

Yellow pine flax

entire plant esp. seedpods

wildflower

Yew

bark, leaves, seeds

ornamental tree
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